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SUBJECT: LEGAL STATUS OF CHURCH SCHOOLS' ENROLLMENT OF BLACK 
STUDENTS IN NATAL 

REF: A.STATE 35096, B. CAPE TOWN 242 

1 . NATAL REGULATION GOVERNING WHITE EDUCATION IS NATAL EDUCATION 
ORDINANCE (NO. 46 OF 1969) WHICH WAS FRAMED IN TERMS OF THE 
NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY ACT (NO. 39 OF 1967). THE LATTER 

REQUIRED ALL PROVINCIAL EDUCATION ORDINANCES TO CONFORM TO GUIDELINES 
ENUMERATED IN THE ACT INCLUDING ONE DIRECTING THAT PROVINCIAL 
DIRECTORS OF EDUCATION ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR WHITE EDUCATION ONLY. 

THE NATAL EDUCATION ORDINANCE (SECTION 13) SPEFICALLY STATES 
THAT PRINCIPALS ARE TO ADMIT STUDENTS UPON PROOF OF WHITE PARENT- 
HOOD ONLY. AND THAT THE NATAL DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION IS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR EDUCATION OF WHITES ONLY. THUS IT WOULD APPEAR TO BE AS 
THEORETICALLY UNACCEPTABLE, FROM A REGULATIONS VIEWPOINT, FOR BLACKS 
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TO ENTER NATAL SCHOOLS AS FOR THEM TO ENTER SCHOOLS IN CAPE OR 
TRANSVAAL PROVINCES. 

2. DIFFERENCE IN NATAL IS THAT UNITED PARTY WHICH RUNS PROVINCIAL 
GOVERNMENT IS NOT FORCING THE ISSUE. MOST LIKELY OUT OF CUSTOMARY 
DEFIANCE AT NATIONAL PARTY INTERFERENCE IN PROVINCIAL 

AFFAIRS. (FYI NATAL GOVERNMENT IS RUN BY AN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE- 
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EXCO - CONSISTING OF OUR UNITED PARTY MEMBES AND A NATIONAL 
PARTY-APPOINTED CHAIRMAN WHO VOTES BUT DOES NOT POSSESS VETO 
POWERS. ADMINISTRATOR OF NATAL (B. HAVEMANN) THUS IS ESSENTIALLY 
A FIGUREHEAD, ESPECIALLY COMPARED WITH HOMOLOGUES IN NAT-RUN 
PROVINCES.) WITH FULL BACKING OF UP MEMBERS IN NATAL EXCO, ITS 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR EDUCATION (ROGER WHITELY) HAS PUBLICLY INDICATED 
THAT NATAL GOVERNMENT WILL NOT "SNOOP" IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS TO CHECK 
ON RACIAL COMPOSITION, MAKING ORDINANCES WITHOUT FORCE FOR SUCH 
BODIES. SENIOR UP MEMBER OF NATAL EXCO HAS TOLD US THAT THIS 
POSITION IS TENABLE SINCE EDUCATION MINISTER KOORNHOF IS DODGING 
THE ISSUE HIMSELF. THE NATAL DEPT OF EDUCATION REPORTEDLY HAS 
EXPRESSED ITS CONCERN THAT IT MAY BE CONSIDERED IN VIOLATION OF 
BOTH NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL POLICY AND REGULATION, BUT HAS BEEN 
TOLD THAT THE DEPT IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR POLITICAL POSITIONS TAKEN 
BY THE PROVINCE'S POLITICAL LEADERS SUCH AS WHITELY. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO DEPT'S QUESTIONS, IN REF A, PARA 1, ONLY WHITE 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS UNDER NATAL EXCO JURISDICTION, WHEREAS 
COLORED, BLACK, AND INDIAN SCHOOLS UNDER JURISDICTION OF RESPEC- 
TIVE MINISTRIES. LAW PERMITS EXCEPTIONS TO ORDINANCE BY APPLICATION 
FOR SPECIAL PERMIT, BUT NONE HAVE BEEN APPLIED FOR. SINCE EXCO UN- 
WILLING TO ENFORCE ORDINANCE, NO PERMITS WILL BE NEEDED FOR 
FORSEEABLE FUTURE. 

4. REF A PARA 2- PRESENT TALKS BETWEEN RELIGIOUS LEADERS AND 

MIN OF EDUCATION COULD LEAD TO SUCH CHANGES, BUT NO DECISION YET 
ANNOUNCED. 

5. REF A PARA 3- ANGLICAN AND METHODIST SCHOOLS MOVING MORE SLOWLY 
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THAN CATHOLICS IN PART BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT ADMINISTERED BY CHURCH 
DIRECTLY AS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS ARE. ARCHBISHOP DENIS HURLEY TOLD 
CONOFF THAT ANGLICANS AND METHODISTS WISH TO OPEN SCHOOLS TO ALL 
RACES, BUT SINCE MANY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS AND BOARD MEMBERS ARE 
NON-CLERICS, THEY ARE BEING MORE CAREFUL ABOUT INITIATING CHANGE. 

6. REF A PAR 4- FIVE SCHOOLS IN NATAL HAVE ADMITTED BLACKS; 

THREE OTHERS HAVE ANNOUNCED THEIR COMMITMENT TO DO SO. NO CHILDREN 
OF DIPLOMATS ARE INVOLVED, ALTHOUGH TRANS KEI CONSUL HAS STATED TO 
PRESS THAT HE WAS SEEKING A WHITE SCHOOL TO SEND HIS CHILDREN TO 
WHEN HE MOVED INTO HOME IN WHITE SUBURBS. 

7. REF A PAR 5- NA 

8. REF A PARA 6- NA 

9. REF A PARA 7- DISCUSSED IN DETAIL CAPE TOWN 2&2 

10. REF A PARA 8- ARCHBISHOP HURLEY TOLD CONOFF THAT WHILE THERE 
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IS EMPLOYMENT OF BLACKS IN SCHOOLS, OLD AGE HOMES, ETC., IT IS MAINLY 
IN LOWER LEVEL, NON-TEACHING POSITIONS. HE STATED THAT CHURCH IS 
COMMITTED TO OPENING ALL FACILITIES TO ALL RACES, BUT THAT IT WOULD 
MOVE MORE SLOWLY PENDING GOVERNMENT ACTION IN SCHOOLS QUESTION. 

CHURCH HAS ALREADY INTEGRATED ALL CONVENTS AND MONASTERIES, BUT 
SINCE THIS HAS BEEN UNPUBLICIZED, IT HAS NOT BECOME AN ISSUE. 

1 1 . PRESS COMMENT POUCHED FEB 24. 

FARBER 
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